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1"8 WHeT-TV . .
Astroline Communications Company

_____~ 18 Geraen StIWt. HnfOl"d. ConneCticut 06' 05 (203) 547·18 18

EXHIBIT
FEDERAL EXPRESS

July 18, 1985

I" Herbert A. Sostek
Astroline Corporation
231 John Street
Readi"" Massachusetts o18S1

2. Fred J. BoUnr, Jr.
Astrollne Corporation
231 John Street
Readi"" Massachusetts 018S1

3. Richard Bane
Astroltne Corporation
231 John Street
Readlnr, Massachusetts 01811

4. Rorer Eastman
Arthur Andersen Company
100 Federal Street
Boston, Maaachusetts 02110

5. George ll. Neb..
Arthur Andersen Company
100 Federal St....t
Boston, M....chusetts 02110

6. Ford Goldman, Esq.
Schatz & SChatz. Ribtcoff & Kotldn
Attomeysat Law
Ona Ftnanctal PIau
Hartford, Connecticut 06103
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Pi.... feel free to contact me should you "-.e anJ quiest~onIor comments.

,0 .' "'" ..'

Sincerely, 10 it ;-* ,.

o?....I...J2Rr---?J' i
Richard '.llamrrea ~.
Man_ctnr General 'artner

RPR/mvf
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September 30, 1985

Astroline Communications Company
Mr. Fred Boling
231 John Street
Reading, MA 01867

Dear Fred,

Enclosed please find a letter Crom Tom Hollinger, Manager oC
Operations, at Advest regarding the "Commitment". Acceptance
o! the commitment and Cee has not been received consequently
Advest is canceling the Commitment.

Also, enclosed you will rind a television guide Cor the Hartford/New
Haven market. Please note the extreme competition.

RPR/pzl

Enclosures

Sincer y, 7/7 _

~~uRichard P. Ramirez
Mlllactnc Getlerol Partner

RC 005423
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November 4, 1915

Dear Hem,

Enclosed plea. nnd a brodIure on
Mintz 6: Hoke. This II another erene,
which demonstrates Itronr abillt,
In corporate ldentlncauon and
corporate adYerUslIII.

Be1J;.(Rrds,.? 1/./ ( ,/' I "..a' L/J J~d
I I a P. .'Irez

Manarlng General Partne .

RPR/pzl

Enclosure
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December 9. 1985

:\Ir. Fred Boling
231 John Street
Rudinr. MA 01867

Dear Fred.

Robert LaPlante. our research person prepared this "one sheet"
Cor our internal statt.

While a little technical I thourht it would help explain why
we need the new tower so much.

Remember. we pay prorramminr to market size not audience
delivered.

We've done a super job to ret what we have, it is just not competitive
(sirnal, cover.,e).

)



rn ~e. H.ven County. where cable penetration is 74~~HCT reaches ~ou~hl~

927. Jf potentlal cable viewers. Once .gain. usina July 'SS figures,
thLs wculd exclude 19 of ~etro Sew H.ven's JJ4 diaries. Additionall.,
50 ~~ more dlaries could ~e ~ost due to the weakne•• of the broadcast
sisnal to the non-cabLe househoLds in New Haven County.

rn total. at Least 200 and ~erhaps JOO OMA diar~ hou.eholds (or more)
are shut out from viewing us .hen our current cable carriage and signal
strength are compared with the July '85 in-tab diary figures.

The.e mi.sina diaries amount to between 21-Jl% of the total in-tab
sample of July '85.

Our chances of being reportable for more dayparts in the Arbitron November
book are better due to the fact that Arbritron's standards for report
ability are less than Nielsen's and the fact that the ADI (Arbitron)
doesn't contain Windham County (where our viewership is weak) while the
OMA (Nielsen) does.

December 9, 1985
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~hv ~HC7 :lJn't Re.ch Report.b!e ~le~lng LeYu.~ ~~r ~ •• :.vo.rts :11

~~e \ove~ber 1985 Sielsan R.tlnss

.",cc.Jrding tl.> .dv.nce inflJrm.tlon obt.ined from~ielsel1 1I1 Dunedin.
Fl •.• ~HCT h.s re.ched report.ble viewing ~eve~s ~r~m ~p~ to 1!~".

Other d.yp.rts did not .chieve report.bility.
S""-,..

tor the 4·6pm block••HCT had • ratin~Aof l/2. a~ .omparison. rxx
h.d • 1/4 (down from October's :/S> .nd TIC posted. 21S (down fro~

2/6 in Octobed.

WHCT also obtained a 1/2 ratinl/share for the 6-1:30 PH and 1:30
8:00PM tim. blocKs. Traditional prim. time (S-llPHJ numb.rs·for
WHCT ~er. 1/1. At this time. it app.ars that oth.r tim. blocks. in·
cludinl siln·on to siln-off. were unreportabl. for WHeT.

Why wasn't the station r.portabl. in all dayparts?

WHCT is curr.ntly carri.d on tw.1v. of the 23 cabl. sy.t... servin,
the Hartfurd/N.w Hav.n DHA. Th.se systems serve 7S% of the households
subscribin, to cab1. in the CHA. 25%lor n.ar1y 140.000 subscribinl
hous.holds/cannot r.c.iv. us on cabl. in the DMA. Du. to this fact.
and to the w.akne•• of the station's broadcast si,na1 out.id. of the
M.tro Hartford ar.a (Hartford County). lar,. nuaber. of ratin, s.rvic.
diary hold.r. in the CHA cannot vi.w any of our pro,r...in,. Th.
number of diary ho1d.r. in qu••tion is so lar,e that this .ituation
strona1y impact.d WHCT's chane•• of r.achin, "nporUbUity" in the
November Niels.n rat in•••

Let's look at Ni.1s.n for July 19.5. a.ain. In three of the sev.n
counti.s coaprisin. the CHA. our cable carria,. i. still non•• istent.
Our broadcast .i,nal into th••• area. i. ear,inal or nonexi.t.nt.
Th••• thr•• counU•• ··Pfiddl...x. New London. aew Wi.,dhaa w.r. the
ho.. counti•• ~f .xactly 200 in· tab diary hou••hold. (out of a DHA
total of 912 tor that ratina period). In ••••nc•• th••• 200 diary
hold.r. (ov.r 20% of the total) ar••1L.inat.d fre- our potential
vi.w.r pool .v.n before the, turn on th.ir t.l.vi.ion s.t.

In Litchfi.ld Count,. the station i. availabl. on cabl. in thirte.n
of 2S town.. this count; had 15 diari•• in Ju1~. and a cable p.ne
tration ot 54%. Sine. w. reach about 72% of subscribin, hous.holds.w. can ••p.ct that at l••st 11 cab1.~ diary HH's can't rec.iv. us.
Once Alain. our broadca.t .ilnal is marlina1 or unvievabl. in vast
portion. of this county.

'"HCT is carried ~n cable in nine of the thirte.n towns th.c lUk. up
Tolland County. [n the latest ratinls p.riod Tolland County ha~ ~)

tn·tab diari••.

AC 006506
)
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RE:

TO:
FROM:

January 29, 1986

Herb Sastek /I. ~ ,

Rich ~W
Red Sox/Spo s Prorramminr

Attached are the notes/correspondence rerardinr Red Sox Baseball

and New York Baseball. To reiterate our conversation •••

SBH Exh. 116

WSBK-TV38 Boston oririnales the Sox - Dan Berkery is General Manarer,

Stu Tauber is Station Manarer - both are very close to manqement

(Pat Brady, General Manacer) at WVlT-TV30 In Hartford who currently
have rirhts option.

What we need to determine is the accuracy of the Tauber me"'re

and that no "triner clause" i. in the present contract. That is VIT-TV30
has option to meet new market orrer or somethinr.

cc: Fred 8011ne

RC 006552
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HERSERT A. SOSTEK
~RMANOFTHEeoARD

Astroline Corporation
231 .JOHN STREET

READING. MASSACHUSETTS D1SS7

\

V:i\

I SBH Exh. 11 7~

PHONE: (617) 842-1600
TELEX NO. SASA86

February 15, 1986

Thomas A. Hart, Jr., Esquire
Baker & Hostetler
1050 Connecticut Ave., N.W. - 11th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Tom:

I was quite surprised by Rich's letter of February 3, 1986 concerning the
expiration on January 6, 1986 of WHCT's Special Temporary Authority to
operate the station.

It has been our experience when such an important thing as an operating
license from a federal agency has to be renewed, our law firm has kept some
sort of a suspense file to notify us of the impending date. Rich's letter
was sent to you nearly a month after the expiration, and to be quite honest,
we are troubled by the fact that it was his office that picked it up rather
than yours.

Tom - the legal fees we have paid on the Channel 18 project (as well as others)
certainly deserve a top priortiy in being dealt with, and this occurence causes
us to wonder about the follow-up we are receiving or will receive in the future.

I would appreciate hearing from you on this matter at your earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,

Herbert A. Sostek

mlm

cc: Fred J. Boling, Jr.
Richard Ramirez

.. '
Docket
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BAKER & HOSTETLER
SBH Exh. 118 I

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

IN CLEVEL.AHO. OHIO

3200 N...T'O.....L CITY CENTE"

CLEVE""'NO. OHIO 4011"

IZI.lezl·ozoo
TWX 8'0 0421 83'75

I.. Co..u...US. OH'O

6$ CAST ST"'TE ST"EET

Co"u".us. OHIO .3215

la"IZZ.·'~1

WASHINOTON SQUARE.SUITE 1100

10eo CONNECTICUT AVE ••N.W.

wASHINGTON. D.C. 20036

(eoe) 881-1500

TELECOPJEB: (eoa) _8-lI:)87

TELEX 800-1130-7878 c~y

IN OIENYC". COL.O....OO

SUITE 1100. 303 CAST 17TM AVE"UE

OE"VE". COLO.....<>O 80203

(3031.al·oaoo

'N O"""'NOO. I'"LO"'O'"

13TH F"LOO" B."NCTT PLAZA

O .......N<>O. 1'..0"'0'" 32801
(305)84.·1111

WRITtR'S OIRtCT OIAL NO.:
February 19, 1986

(202)881- 1658
Federal Communications Comnnssion

'n

Presu-

.. . ExU~)i.t No. _,-,II,-~ _
'1· S~';JC'l~'-"-T--

i
Identified ---- --\J._
Received ... _

Rejected

....__G~~:-o...;·~[r<;.....Ji...,l.";;,,c;:;;.L,.,_~) _
! Date 1_-:2~__?:J .

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Mr. Herbert A. Sostek
President
Astroline Company
231 John Street
Reading, MA 01867

Dear ·Herb:
- . - .._-------------'

Pursuant to your correspondence dated February 15, 1986,
I want to assure you that WHCT-TV is (and always has been) my
most important client. The mix-up regarding the expiration of
WHCT-TV's Specia I Temporary Author i ty ("STA") occurred because
a former paralegal failed to note the expiration date in the
firm's "tickler file." We have hired a new paralegal who keeps
the file current on a daily basis. Although I realize that this
does not excuse the oversight, this is merely an attempt to
explain the circumstances surrounding it. Therefore, in the
future, all pending items for WHCT-TV will be documented and
handled accordingly.

I personally met with Clay Pendarvis, Chief of the TV
Branch, Mass Media Bureau of the Federal Communications Com
mission ("Commission"), along with Jack Whitley, an associate
in the firm who was formerly a staff attorney with the Mass
Media Bureau, in order to get WHCT-TV's STA extended until
July 6, 1986. I have enclosed a copy of the telegram from the
Commission authorizing this extension. You will notice that
the licensee name and address listed for Astro1ine Communica
tions Company Limited Partnership ("Astroline") are incorrect;
I have forwarded a letter to the Commission requesting a
correction of this mistake. Rather than deal with the prospect
of renewing the STA every six months, I will attempt to "walk
through" the application for a permanent license for WHeT-TV to
enhance Astroline's position should we need the expectation of
r~newal for a comparative hearing. The permanent licenses for
television stations in Connecticut are valid through Decem
ber 1988.

BH 0864



B .... KER & HOSTETLER

Mr. Herbert A. Sostek
February 19, 1986
Page Two

Also, I am in the process of developing a draft "action
plan" for Astroline concerning matters originating in Washing
ton, D.C. You should receive this plan by next week, at the
latest. In the plan, I will set forth ideas for the Federal
Communications Commission v. Shurber Broadcastin of Hart-
ord, Inc. lltlgat on, t e "must carry lssue, David Chase's

transfer application and the permanent license for WHCT-TV from
the Commission. Once again, I apologize for the oversight
regarding the STA and can assure you that it will not happen
again. Please give me a call at your convenience. I would like
to discuss this matter with you and Fred in greater detail.

Sincerely,

-7k~
Thomas A. Hart, Jr.

Enclosure
cc: Richard P. Ramirez Cw/encl.)
TAH/tdh

BH 0865
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April 8, 1986

Mr. Herb Sostek
Astroline
231 John Street
Readine, MA 01867

[ SBH Exh. 119

: "..110111 I 5

'

EXHIBiT
73

RE: CONSTRUcnON at 1. Garden Street

Dear Herb,

At present we are closine in on the final touches of the 2nd Ooor. I estimate
that within 2 weeks the tech area on the main noor will be complete. The completion
of the entrance and the studio areas are movine forward steadily with completion
anticipated (with 2 weeks for material/weather delay) for May 30th.

The current capital budeet for these areas (exclusive of any TV equipment) is
anticipated to come at the expected bud(et level.

Total Renovation Amolmt Contracted
Payments Made or in Prorr..
Remainlnr Balance Owed

"01,'02
541,2'5
210,51'1

However, there are two additional areas of work on the buHdinr to be constructed:

1) roof/masonary,
2) windows.

,
We have previously discussed the window workz replacinr exisUnr sashes and
panes, removal from premise. and replacement with insulated thermopane windOWS.
It is estimated at $30,000.00 for aU window. on the 2nd floot. Ground noor windows
will be bricked over or remain wher, .ec:urity permits. / .

The additlonalexpenn area not previously discUllHcS l",oY,detall i. the roof. Resultine
from normal wear and tear and compounded by the s~ air.eonditloner units (and
assorted haat axchance equipm~nt) neede<l tor our q(Mtra,tion the root is in deplorable
condition. The masona" I. ,ufterinr due to watertroinc under the deck as weU.
Two bids have bun received for approximat.ly}30,OI)0.00,' Thi. additional work
was not Included In previous budrets. . '

""'" ...



If it becomes necessary to choose one project over the other (you Herb have given
the go ahead for the windows) I strongly surrest doing the roof in its entirety
and only cosmetics on the windows. However, both projects while additional are
very prudent expenditures, the roof being vitally important to protecting the extensive
investment in renovation and equipment.

I'll call shortly to discuss these projects as well as update tower proceedings.

Si~. ~/J/ ~

"'/~ /"-iJrif- ::J
Richard P. Ramirez "
General Manager

RPR/pzl

Enc:losure

" .
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April 8, 1981

Mr. Fred SOU",
AstroUn.
231 John Street
Readine, MA 01887

RBa CONSTIlUcnON at 11 Gardeft Street

De.,. Fred.

At present we are clostn. in on the tlnal touchel of the 2nd noor. 1estimate
that within 2 w••1eI the tech ar.a on the main noor win be compl.t•• Th. completion
of the entranee and the studio area are movinr torward steadily with completion
anticipated (with 2 w.elel for material/weather d.lay) for May 30th.

The current capital budret tor the. areas (exclusiv. of any TV equipm.nt) Is
anticipated to com. at the expected bq.t lev.L

TotalllenofttJon A.....t Cofttraeted
Paymenta "ade or in Protr
R.mainlnI8aIance Owed

tl01,1I1
541,_
110,517

Kowev.r, there are two additional areas of work on the buildi", to be constructed:

1) roollmasonary,
2) windowle

We have prevtoutly dllcUIHCI the window worla replad JdstJnc sashes and
panes, removal from prem.... and replacement with Ins tedth.rmopan. windows.
ft Is estimated at $30,000.00 for au windoW' on the 2ncfnoorl Ground noor windows
will be bricked over or remain wheN Hc:Ul'ity permlQ{ /. . ,

, ,J

The additlGMl .,. not PNvtoutly~;In an; de~U Is the root. Resulting
from normal and tear and eompo\mded by th.....x al{con<Utlon.r units (and
assortad heat .zcIIanp equipment) needed tor Our"."lon the rOof iJ In deplorable
condition. "..........,., II suff.rinr due to wat'*'.pi. un.r tli. d1Ic:1c as w.IL
Two bids have bHft received for approJdmat.lY;30,0~.oo,.fthli'.d4ltlonalwork
was not included In previolD budleta. "I~'

RC 006566
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If it becomes necessary to choose one project over the other (you Herb have given
the 10 ahead Cor the windows) I stroncly sunest doinC the roo! in its entirety
and only cosmetics on the windows. However, both projects while additional are
very prudent expenditures, the roo! beine vitally important to protecUnl the extensive
investment in renovation and equipment.

I'll call shortly to discuss these projects u wen u update tower proceedlnp.

Slnce~~~, 0 /)
.;///7 / /'

,,(!/~~l~,//~-J
Richard P. Ramlre.
General Manacer

RPR/pal

Enclosure

...

RC 006561
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RDlCWATION CONTRACT I PAYMENT SUMMARY

e-tna ..,...... P.,...... Remainlnl
A_ .... fnPr._ 8aIMca

Able Fence. Co. S 2.000 S 0 $ 0 $ 2,000
Accr. Temps 193,301 120,'60 30."0 '1,2'1
Adelson 8ros. 2,'67 2,3'0 0 127
8uilden Inc.

MMalement , .. ",000 ",000 0 ",000
Sub-contraetor , .. '2,000· n.ooo 0 30,ooa

Central CT Acoustics 36•.,0 17,290 0 1',1"
Dry Wall Unlimited lI,n. ",0'. 0 29,'"
0..., Carp. ',92' ." 0 '.070
Ronnie DeMeo ',300 '.130 0 1.170
Cr.ce WeldlnllMetal Cr.fts 23.'02 '.'00 0 1.,902
Horizon Technolop_ 17.'77 '.'" 0 11,911
Hurwitt safforcl 9.129 0 0 9.129
H 6: L Construction 2,'" 0 0 2,'"
Harconn Hardwar. 23••••• 0 19.032 ',"2
New Enlland Door & Hardware 2,'10 0 0 2,'10
Nutmel C.... Co. n.,JC) 2',0'2 0 2,.
Franle Pender.... 1'.~] I).'" 0 7,.
Power 5ow'ceI 126.'20 122.31' 0 .,001
Parle Row.y Inc. ",2U '1,011 0 ',137
S 6: C Paintil'l Inc. 1'.'60 7,600 0 9,060
Zerlo 6: Sons 2t··tO 0 0 U,"O

Id •• .'I,W ".izz 260,317

,. ,
• Approximate _tlmate of IUltrantraetor f....

RC 006S68
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September 11. 1986

VIA PUROLATOR COURIER

Mr. John O. Curry
Division Mark.tl", Manac.r
Texaco, U.S.A.
I Univ.rsity Park
Waltham, MA 02254

Dear John,

LaU~3 L. SmiUl _

eJl"'~': ~Io. .~' \ - For 1.0.

~;:~~·:2l~~,",-?--,
Oaro; . ...,J -' ( - -t I.i-

It wu a pl.UUN speaki,. witl'l you today Nfardl,. opportuniti.. for Texaco to
participat. in Hanford Whal.n Hoek.y.

WHCT-TVlI will t.l.eut .lIcl..... cov•...,. of Whaler Hoek.y. "Whal.rmania"
il rampant thro.."out Connecticut and Wllt.rn retuaCh1Mttl spurned by tl'l.
playoff performance thla put 1Pri... Th. Whal.,.a,. C«....cttcutl only professional
sports franchise and aN .njoyl.. unprecedented popularity u the n.w season
arriY'"

I am .nclost.. the peckap preMftted today <septomber 11) to Thom Thompson
of WiWam Eaty which includll bacqround matorial on tl'l. Hartford market, WHeT
and or course the Whalen.

It the" is anythlnr you need or should qwstiona ariM frOm your revi.w lam It
your service. .

Th~ you t. your penanal int....t and quic..":.tt"on~,

;;u-id2,-,</
RI_ P. ........ /. ./"-..:.. / ,.
G.neral ret...... ' "-.,)

RPR/pd
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October i. 198fi

Mr. Fred J. Boling. Jr.
General !\lana~er

Astroline
231 John Street
Reading. !\lA 0186i

Dear Fred.

: .....'",,,.. '$

I EXHIBIT
73

I am outlining those races. both Federal and State elections. where Astroline Communication
Company Limited Partnership have clear and specific interest. These interests
are by either previous demonstration by the candidate to the WHCT issues or.
the strong likelihood of \"HCT requiring their support in the neal' term.

I expect we can discuss these suuestions on October 1Sth.

CONGRESSIONAL:

Nancy Johnson CR) incumbent: maximum contribution recommended.
NOTE: likely to be appointed to Energy Sub-Committee

next year.

Bruce Morrison (0) incumbent: New Haven County: SO% contribution.

Barbara Kennelly (D) incumbent: Hartford (City): SOQo contribution.

John A. Rowland (R) incumbent: 2S9b contribution.

GUBERNATORIAL:

,.

Julie Belaga (R) candidate for Governor: SOCJ6 contribution (JocaH.'

Richard Johnston (R) State Senate: Assistant Majority lAader. thair Judiciary
Committee (loca1). ,/

/

/
I /

/,/ //.. 1',.
i. f /
,,[, '.. I

i

Sinc~. }2'// ~'~~.
Richard P. Ramirez -P - C
General Manager

RPR/pzl

18 Go-d." S....'. MOrftord. Co""".c';~00'05. 203;~7.1818
As"o"'" CO"'''''''''COl·O''' CO"'I)O'" l'~~"'l!is·':
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!

February 26, 1987

c·

Mr. Kirk Dodd
Senior Vice President Finance at Business Aftairs
'aramol.llt T.I.vlsion
5555 M.lrose Avenue
Buildi.. B
Loa A...., CA 1003.

Dear Kirk,

Pursuant to our conv.....tion of February Z3rd ......rdinI the proposed restructure
of WHCT's payment plan, submitted for your review in a F.bruary 11th leU.r,
the foUo-inc revision is ..t forth.

However, I mUit reiterate two key points of our discUllion. First, 1987 and 1988
are criticaL We must achi.ve reUef In theM two years. second, is the v.ry high
level of cooperation we "ve received from our other key .uppUers.

In revlewtnc our IItuatlon with 'aramount I recapi.. the "avallablUties of future .
product" position is not present u a rationale for yol1l' .....tance. However, future
commitments do not ensure our oWty to survive oW' current cull now difficulties.

'nterefore, we are propom.. the toUowinp

PAnlBIn'

1987
III'
1111

115,000
ZOO,OOO
360,000

....'

j

We are ana:lo.. to NIOlve theM dUftcu1tlu. I anxiously aw.lt your reply.
. , .I

/

RPR/pd

cc: Lucie SIlhany
St.ve Goldman

bec: Herb Sostek
Terry 'lanell
Al ROZAnski

RC 005163

C18 000182
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February 26, 1987

Mr. Murray Oken
Senior Vice President, SAles ~ Marketine
Cutle Hill Productions, Inc.
1414 Avenue of the Americu
New York, New York 10019

Dear Murray.

Pursuant to our phone discussion on February 25th with regard to WHCT's payment
proposal. have made the followinr adjustments.

Cub abUpU. rae-t Deferral CwalDulaU.

198'1 33,180 1,700 21,900.-
1988 22,800 14,595 8,205 35,105

1989 ------ 35,105 ------ ------
I hope this revised procram meets with your approval. We are anxious to resolve
our difficulties.

bCC:jHerb Sostek
Al Rozansld
Terry Planell

RC 006050

'b8 C18 002888
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'ebruary 21, 11• .,

Mr. Howard 8a1dwtn
Chairman Ie M........ General Partner
Hartford Whalen Hockey Club
One Civic Center PIasa
~ford,~ OlIOS

Dear Howard,

Aa per our contnet to teleeatt Hartford WMlen Hock., • am
very pi..... to Inform you of the completlan of our tower Mel
tnnamlttar facWty•

• am enclollnr a new cove,... map which depletl the NqUired
IlIM1 contCM'l oTiliJlnew faewty. Yet,. tbinIc you wiD tlncI
the enc10led copy of a~ card molt eftCOUI'IIInI.

WHCT cantin... to strive to pNMnt CorIIectlcut, M...chUMtu,
Rhode bland and Ife. York vie.en the belt IIIM1 and ben
PfOINmmlnl poalb1e. We .... looIdnI forward to brlnIfnI the
Whalen to the ezpanded ..me. ..... of .H~.

a ...
CCI BlU ....

bee: Dave Andrew.
Herb Sostek
Fred Boling

Enclosure•

.Re 006072

C1S 002611
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March 5, 1981

Mr. Fred Boling
Astrolin.
231 John Street
Reading, MA 01861

Dear Fred,

Attached is the summary of market revenue for the month of February 1981.

Note the disparity in the national figures among the three independents TIC, TXX,
HCT. Also, note the local flfures and their lack of sleniticant seperatlon. While
our loea! numbers include sports - so do the other stations fieures.

ntis is a dramatic example of a few thinpr

1) significant attraction of Whalers
2) superb effort of local sale.
3) national is naturally entirely dependent upon ratinp success.

11C and TXX enjoy a 1/3, 1/4 111'l~n to stcn-off consistently. If February represents
696-896 of thetr annual national biWng then:

11C ranee II 8,250 - 4,888
TXX range is 1,100 - 5,115.

, I -
- Our sllftincant national response wID not occur until fourth quarter, a..um1nr a
. sllft to sIcn in both February and May. With a 11Ift to sign number inPe~ruary
~ttonallhou1ddouble or triple current non-tpOrts national by May";' .,f•• period.

"Nothtnr contribut.. more to thesien to lip than the ....c;tt of the ne,w to,..r and
Whalers. Each adds "cum." - new TV houMholdi. WhU. the Wlsale'" may stiD be
an operattng lou. their value .. lmmeuurable.

In summary, a well done lain order to our loeal sal.. enon and, "keep the fingers
crossed" Is due our nationaL There .. no quutton that 111ft to 111ft and nattonal
revenue Is ahead of .. in!!!!!!.. It is just that time t. the enemy. .

RPR/pzl

, ,

: i
i I
/

.f
. ,.~

. ..RC 0Q6135 l'lf~
I'a... s...,"""",~06105.~.I'I'

.......e:-, .de-lllll--
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March 5, 1987

Mr. Herb Sostek
Astroline Pacific
200 Oceangate
Suite 540
Long Beach, CA 90802

Dear Herb,

Attached is the summary of market revenue for the month ot February 1987.

Note the disparity in the national figures among the three independents TIC, TXX,
HCT. Also, note the local (fgures and their lack of significant seperation. While
our local numbers include sports - so do the other stations figures.

This is a dramatic example of a few things:

1) significant attraction of Whalers
2) superb eftort ot local sales
3) national is naturally entirely dependent upon ratings success.

TIC and TXX enjoy a 1/3, 1/4 sign-on to sign-off consistently. If February represents
6%-8% of their annual national billing then:

TIC range is 6,250 - 4,688
TXX range is 7,700 - 5,775.

Our significant national response will not occur until fourth quarter, assuming a
sign to sign in both February and May. With a sign to sign number in February
national should double or triple current non-sports national by May - June period.

Nothing contribute. more to the sign to sign than the reach 'ot the new tower and
Whalers. Each adds "cume" - new TV households. While tbe WhalerS may still be
an operating loss, their value Islmmeuurable. i

In summary, a wen done is In order to our local sales ettortan~" "keep the fingers
crossed" is due our national. There is no question that sign to ,slgn,and national
revenue is ahead of us In.!!!!!!.. It Is just that time is the enemy. f

~~.~f£5?f2 :0
General Manager

RPR/pzl
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TO:

DCIt:

DATI:

RI:

MEMORANDUM

Mike libbey ~. /
Richard Ramire& V'
Mary Ro.e Mel'll
March ., 1987

PDRUARY MAJtUT CCItPITITIVI

The follovinl repre.ent. 1987 rebruary actual••

L ! TOTAL

rSI 924 1394 2311

'1'NB 976 1912 2881

m 513 726 1239

*TIC 205 375 580

1
TIl 23' 462 700

i BeT 200 60 260

3,056 .,929 7,915

Reported BeT 210 75

II~~.Hartford, CanNclicut06105. 203-.Soe7.I1I1
MroIiMe-.o....~.UII........
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March 11, 1987

Sara J. Rutenberg
Director of Business Affairs
UCA Television Limited
100 Universal City Plaza
Universal City, CA 91608

Dear SIra,

Pursuant to our conversation of rtsrch 9th with regard to letter of agreement
dated February 19, 1981 I am l)roviding the following disclosure which relates
to paragraph 5 of said agreement.

In determining "more ravorable terms" WHCT-TV18 may agree to payment plans
with other suppliers which in effect are a higher percentage (of obligation) than
enjoyed by MCA. This may occur in the instance where established co~tracts

payment schedules and license end dates are '81 or '88. By way or exam~le:

Supplier X
Obligation
Pay

Deferral
Payback

81 88
500 100

100 (2096) 100 (l 0096 )

400

89

200

90

200

Here the percent applied in 19R8 is greater than in the MCA agreeml!nt. HO'.Yever,
ss the payment stream is extendett beyond both the (original) payout perio~ end
license term we do not reel this to be "more favorable treatment."

Thank you for your cooperation ar.d quick attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

. ;P .e"
~hard P. Ramtr.{/~ Federal Com:p.un~cations Commission

General Manager Docket No._•.- :...,..: ibit No.....LJ..Cf'

RPR/pzl Presented 1 _S!Ji.vl bt ~)~R.Utl dC-A ~!...i

Enclosure { Identified _"" V
bee: Herb Sostek DiapMitiolt Received __...:::V~ -_

Fred Boling Rejected _

Repod* _G::f.. t-I 0 LMf. )

Date et-l1.>- rl:?

RC 006042
18 GaIden SIlMt. Hartford. Connectialt 06105. 203-5017·1818

AIlI'OIine COIftlIIUftiCaIiI COftlPCIIl'f, LIeS.~

~ \\~
C18 002896
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{ June 8, 1987

Mr, Herb Sostek
Chairman of the Board & General Manarer
Astrolin. Pacific
200 Oceangat., Suite 540
Lonr Beach, CA .0802

Dear Herb,

Enclosed Is a revised pro-forma for WHeT. The underlylnc Ulumptlons at play
are quite simple and well within "reasonable" expectationa 01 marleeta with similar
composition <rrom both dollar volume and number Independents).

Please note that the most recent mark.t revenue Ilrures (.nclosed) show 1886
net mark.t revenue rrowth at 17,IS"! First quart.r of 1887 Is paelnr wen ahead
01 our market estimates IS well.

/"...--.

The critical componenU 01 this pro-forma are the pl'Oll'am acquisitions, and
promotion. The sch.dul. shows our emstinr cash obllrations Cline 3) and anticipat.d
obliratlons CUn. I) wh.n an def.rra" are concluded. First Round would be
committm.nt to prorrams IVlllabl. !!!!. (Sept.mber oflm)'tFiMi september
118. with a critical .ye on movies, .it-eom. and action-edventure hours. !!£2!!!!
Round are commlttm.nt whose paym.nt would not take place for 10m. tim. but
whose contrlcts would be ent.red In first and second quart.r n8.. Flnlny,
SportslSpecials would ICcount for orlrinat.d procrams, speclw, moYie
opportunities, sports .hortfalls Clf w. ro Ilt.r lummer baseball whieh I stronrly
recommend) and present I ....f.ty valve" with reprd to future costs that can
be curtlil.d (without deterral). It is Important to r.cOlftize thlt 1III, 1110 and
iill oblirltions (Une I) r.nect def.rral paybeckl.

1t In todays mlrk.t place independents IS a whol. more tha.'1 doubl. th.ir audi.nc.
deliv.r In rev.nue - 8.'" share 1/0 - s/o yi.lds 1'.5" r.venue share and thlt three
independents should renerat. 12 ludlence share points (rivencompetitive
prorremmlnr Ind promotion). Then the 11.1-12 powth scen.ria,ar. w.n within
the .conomies of Independent TV mark.t analysis. The Importuee of competitive
procramminc and the need tor 'nreuiv. promotion can not ~ ov.rstated. The
Whal.rs Hock.y contract II a crelt launchil" point, how.v.r' It w~ Ire to. tlke
Idvant... of the ....ta w. have worked 10 hard to lit In place -./.tudio, tower, "
cabl. penetration and Whal.rs - then procrammlnc must be r~lied.

J hope these revillona .... helpful.

Sln~/ n7,/}ALhJf/I?----
Richard P. Ramirez J
General Manar.r

(

(

(

(

RPR/pl!

bcc: Georr' N.ble
,/ ,

'/ /
.. I' '

II a.... $Iowt, .......... C~loJ.j'203.~7.1.·.........e-__~....~ ";.
.:54.5>1649
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June 8, 1987

:\1r. Fred Boling, Jr.
General Manager
Astroline
231 John Street
Reading, :\1A 01867

Dear Fred,

Enclosed is 8 revised pro-forma for WHeT. The underlying assumptions at play
are quite simple and well within "reasonable" expectations of markets with similar
composition (from both dollar volume and number independents).

Please note that the most recent market revenue figures (enclosed) show 1986
net market revenue growth at 17.96%! First quarter of 1987 is pacing well ahead
of our market estimates as well.

The critical components of this pro-forma are the program acquisitions, and
promotion. The schedule shows our existing cash obligations (Une 3) and anticipated
obligations (line 9) when all deferrals are concluded. fi!!l~ would be
committment to programs available ~ (September of 1987) thru September
1988 with a critical eve on movies, sit-coms and action-adventure hours. Second
~ are committment whose payment would not take place for SOrTie time but
whose contracts would be entered in first and second quarter 1988. Finally,
SportslSpecials would account for originated programs, specials, movie
opportunities, sports shortfalls (jf we go after summer basebaH which I strongly
recommend) and present a "safety valve" with regard to fl,lture costs that £!!l
be curtailed (without deferraU. It is important to recogni~e that 1989, 1990 and
T991 obligations (line' 9) renect deferral paybacks.

It in todays market place independents as a whole more than double their audience
deliver in revenue - 8.996 share 5/0 - slo yields 18.596 revenue share and that three
independents should generate 12 audience share, points (givencompetitive
programming and promotion). Then the 1989-92 gro;.rth scenerios a'l'e well within
the economics of independent TV market analysis. 'the importance of competitive
program mine and the need for aRressive promotion call not be overstat"'-.!he
Whalers Hockey contract is a great launchinc pomt, however, if we are tOJ tate
advantace of the assets we have worked 50 hard. to Sft in place - studio, tower.
cable penetration and Whalers - then proerammi"l,must!be resupplied.

I I
/J Ij

J .
/ .J,. f'w ,"'.',

i ...
I

I '.,

RPR/pzl

RC 005636
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AUI\Jst lit 1987

~Ir. D. B. Haseotes
Chairman of the Board &
Chief Executive Officer
Cumberland farms
177 Dedhar.1 Street
Canton, MA 02021

Dear i\fr. Haseotes.

I SBH Exh. 132 I

(' ( :
'- i'\(... C"'<lL..d .

t.:\~I.~

" ·f}~f

""';''':''-'..... .~,.,... . .
I ;.1.(.):-

-'" ,f \,V-<:;.. " L .\".r,.~
1",..

J wu discussinc with lIerb Sostek (who is a partner in WHCT-TV18) the status
of our HartfOrd t'/halers lfock,y telecasts for this cominr season. !\fro Sostek
sunested that J provide you with a sponsorship paclcqe for forwardi", to those
appropriately involved in marketine evaluation.

!\fr. Sostek informs me that the Gulf/Cumberland Farms operations are quite
substantial and may be interested in such a unique marketinr vehicle as sponsorship
of the Whalers Hockey telecut. Th, enclosed reneric presentation provides
information on the teams success, the growth of WHCT-TV18 and outlines several
advertisinr/promotional plans; multiple location hip trattlc outleu offer numerous
promotion/merchandfsii1l avenues.

J shan can your office next week to determine the appropriate person(s) to discuss
a Gulf/Cumberland Farms opportunity.

Sigeerely, /JC
. ,/ 17 //,/" ..-

/' "'-"'C~/(" - a
Richard P. Ramire. '
General flanager

....-.

RPR/pzl

bee: Herb Sostek
Fred BoUnr

,/.--., ....

~",.,r

\
'-
\
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